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e The Collapse occurred at 6:05 P.M, injuring 145 people and killing 13. 
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your face when you come 35w the view from county road c the barriers are out not allowing you to get on to 
35 w you have to travel 35 w on to 280 and on the other part of the commute down there by 94 let's see if we 
can give you a shot from 35w in chicago there is the barricade up that is preventing you from traveling onto 
35w they'll head you over to 94 and 280. if you want they say you can go all the way over to 35e use that for 
an alternate route that's what it looks like in saint paul or you may want to consider highway 100 or 169. we 
actually have our midway skycam looking at 280 and there it is a live shot that bridge is 280. it is crowded 
northbound but moving along heavy conditions but moving along with speeds up there right near the posted 
and they have converted 280 into a freeway status basically with the traffic lights lit up green no access to 
broadway or county road b they want to keep you moving along both north and southbound so at least for 
day one not too bad people seem to be either avoiding minneapolis or they found other ways to get around 
the twin cities areas without seeing that gridlock frankly snow events we see bigger gridlock in the twin cities 
but yeah this is just day one we have to deal with this for weeks months possibly years to come maybe 
people hopped on the bus who knows rusty thanks thanks very much now for joining us for eyewitness news 
at four we're going to move right into our next hour of news for five eyewitness 5 eyewitness news at 5 hope 
stay with us this is 5 eyewitness news at 5. we in the federal government must respond [Music] she's a 
fighter my wife's a fighter and respond robustly to help the people there unbelievable tragedy today met with 
overwhelming response this is obviously a horrific incident that takes your breath away and sinks your heart 
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away and sinks your heart a major artery into downtown minneapolis gone there's a car on fire right there it's 
it's crushed the entire span of 35 w collapses into the river i swear i saw people in the air there wasn't 
anything you could do it [Music] good afternoon everyone thanks again for joining us i'm cindy bricato and i'm 
john mason thanks for being here with us president bush will come to the twin cities on saturday to tour the 
35 w bridge collapsing we learned that late this afternoon the first lady do in town tomorrow she is also 
scheduled to go out and see what happened as we now know four people confirmed killed in this accident 
we understand that 79 people have been injured this accident occurring just about 24 hours ago 23 hours 
ago precisely almost at this point here we have had armies of federal state local government officials in and 
we have had probably the most positive news of the day from the national transportation safety board which 
says it has obtained video from the minneapolis police department that it says is going to help enormously in 
reconstructing what has happened we have already had a 250 million dollar appropriation passed through a 
committee in congress that will go toward reconstructing this a setback however in terms of recovery efforts 


recovery crews have held off now for a while they were in the divers were in the water but were stymied by 
eddies that were created in the river by the river flow and the debris although they located with sonar 
equipment several vehicles that were submerged they cannot actually get the divers close to recovering live 
picture of the scene from chopper 5 police estimate 30 people missing 20 to 30 people missing vehicles that 
we have not yet seen perhaps under that collapsed span of bridge that is sitting in the water in the 
mississippi river let's talk about the search effort that is now on hold chris keating has been following that 
story those developments for us all afternoon he starts our coverage on five eyewitness news at five chris 
and john for the last four hours we have been at a standstill 
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been at a standstill there are still no divers in the water to get to some of these victims who may be 
submerged underneath that bridge by the 35w bridge there is simply too much rebar too much cement in the 
water making it very dangerous for these divers to be anywhere in the water there dive teams loaded up 
boats with air tanks and set off onto the river with a mission make contact with four cars submerged under 
the bridge between the north and southbound lanes of 35w but as soon as they got in the water they ran into 
problems and couldn't even reach those cars we've had a difficult time trying to reach those vehicles difficult 
time because of the current in the water a difficult time because of the debris in the water is creating different 
current flows what are essentially people call man-made eddies we're regrouping for the safety of the divers 
we're making sure that we're taking this methodically divers who've returned from the water say the depth 
may only be eight feet by the bridge but it's very hard to see there's extremely low visibility it's pretty common 
in the river environment now well one thing that they can do is bring in the army corps of engineers to try and 
remove some of that rebar and cement from the air therefore reducing the speed of the current they're also 
reducing some of the water levels to reduce the speed of the current as well we hope to get a briefing at 
about 5 30 to find out what they're going to do next and when divers will be back in the mississippi river to try 
to find some of those victims john and cindy thanks very much chris let's go to our newsroom now to jessica 
miles who actually had probably one of the high points of this day one of the high points of this whole event 
was the fact that 60 children on a school bus were rescued horrible phone call to listen to that we're going to 
listen to but the there's a happy ending there is a happy ending to the story too jess so take it away it is john 
ten-year-old kaylee swift was one of 50 kids on this field trip who were on that school bus now she called her 
mom on her cell phone but because so many people were trying to use their phones she just couldn't get 
through here's her message and you can hear the 
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here's her message and you can hear the terror in her voice thank you her mom today hearing that for the 
very first time she didn't listen to it all last night so you can see she's clearly shaken of the 61 people that 
were on that school bus 14 of them were taken to the hospital last night and at this hour four still remain 
there now we did sit down and we spoke with christine and kaley today we're almost at the end of the bridge 
and everybody just heard this cracking noise we were all quiet and then we all just started falling everybody 
was crying and screaming nobody knew what was happening on the way home from a field trip and suddenly 
their school bus drops some 40 feet as the bridge beneath them gives way it felt like we were on a roller 
coaster but my stomach didn't drop all we've everybody just tumbled out their seats on top of each other in 
the aisle kaley says the dust and debris from the falling bridge not only made it difficult to see but also 
breathe we were following a whole bunch of debris flu in the windows every and every with everybody in 
there everybody just breathing it in so a lot of people it was hard for them 
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so a lot of people it was hard for them to breathe some people were having chest pains on instinct 
chaperone jeremy hernandez opened the back of the bus and began carrying students out i just moved my 
feet were just moving and my body was following once off the bus kaylee made that horrific phone call to her 
mom she was screaming at the top of her lungs in a gut-wrenching scared voice screaming mommy the 


bridge collapsed come help us save us we don't know where we are scary thankful you know they 10 
seconds later the bus would have been in the middle of the bridge kaylee and the rest of the kids were taken 
to the red cross and then to various hospitals amid all the chaos it would be four hours before she was 
reunited with her mother when i saw her we just i just hugged her held on to her kissed her told her i loved 
her i love you too my girl now looking back at the pictures of what happened they're both in shock 
heartbroken about the loss of life yet thankful kaley was one of the lucky ones i think god was there and you 
know 60 kids on a bus that didn't end up in the river yeah he was looking over them definitely again of the 61 
people who were on that school bus 14 were taken to the hospital last night and at this hour four still remain 
we don't know the extent of those injuries live in the newsroom jessica miles 5 eyewitness news thank you 
jess not one miracle 61 miracles that's for sure let's get up above the scene right now in chopper 5. bob 
mcnainey is aboard as he has been through most of the last 24 hours and bob i did notice earlier that barge 
carrying recovery workers is tantalizingly close to the bridge but there's nothing they can do right now no it's 
got to be a grand frustration for those folks we saw the folks 
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for those folks we saw the folks that were on top of the bridge for a while there's still a few of them up there 
earlier we saw a dog as well that would uh i'm sure be used to go down and look for victims if it was safe but 
it just isn't and there's that barge you're referring to on kind of on the right part of the screen it's uh it's just 
you hit it right in the head it's it's frustrating for these folks because it's a task that they want to do to bring 
closure for families bring answers for families and to help move this whole process along and they're unable 
to do so you know john what strikes me is that you know even today alone i've been over this thing for about 
12 hours and normally you'd you would say well you're kind of getting used to it well you don't that's the 
horrific nature of this particular scene and i'll tell you i've seen a lot of things over the years covering news 
that were just horrific from hurricanes to natural disasters and this one ranks right up there as we we push in 
and again what strikes you is that this is a bridge that that seems so strong and so powerful and and has 
been able to just absolutely devour itself if you will now the ntsb you can see some of the folks on the on the 
deck that we were talking about their investigators play a key role they're going to basically map this thing 
out if it were an airplane crash they'd go for the four points the wing tips the nose and the tail they'll do 
essentially the same thing they'll find the most critical junctures of the the structure itself make sure they 
identify those and then start rebuilding if you will from there again those numbers on those cars that you had 
mentioned earlier john um that uh that's another bookkeeping attempt to to kind of catalog everything that 
they see up there and again their idea is to come up with the most probable cause because they may never 
frankly get a definitive answer as to what went wrong bob before you leave us here and we move on um is 
the structure safe enough for those ntsb investigators because what we've been told and what you have 
been telling us is that this is still a highly highly dangerous area it is and that's the that's the phrase that the 
the chief use but if you can see i mean obviously that that pancake section is is down flat and it's holding the 
supporting the uh the weight of the 
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the supporting the uh the weight of the cars and they've been out there for several hours and we so they've 
obviously deemed that area safe to walk on obviously there's been no shifting no motion or not noticeable 
enough for them to get off but it's that underneath part it's those those pockets those cavities that where the 
victims are that they just can't get at because between the unsteadiness of the build the structure itself and 
the currents below that's the stuff that can give way not necessarily those big chunks of deck okay bob 
thanks uh as for the victims the possible victims underneath now is a time of waiting wondering and worrying 
for many families in the twin cities wondering where their loved ones are at least 20 people maybe 30 people 
are missing right now joe mason has the story of one family a husband and a daughter of a woman missing 
since the collapse john and cindy as you said it's been a very long and difficult day for the families as they 
wait and wonder a command center has been set up by the red cross for the families at a nearby hotel all 
families tonight are praying for a miracle i lost my mom i don't know this is the hardest thing ever jessica 
inglebritson can't sleep it's really hard she spoke to her mother sheri yesterday around 5 30. she says her 


mother never drives from work to their shore view home over the i-35w bridge but for some reason yesterday 
the family believes she did because they haven't heard from her kept calling her cell phone constantly and 
just trying to get a hold of her and nothing we don't know where her car is we can't locate her car no license 
plate nothing no names at the hospital we've called every hospital in sight she's a fighter my wife's a fighter 
and she will do everything she can to work herself out of a situation ronald engelbritson is hoping and 
praying that his wife of more than 30 years is still alive she's a great person a loving a loving wife and i love 
her so much we just hope that 
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just hope that god will be with her right now and just stay strong i know i know she's living right now i just 
know it i just know she's really strong many clergy have been called in here to help comfort the families our 
thoughts and prayers are with all of them tonight john and cindy all right thank you very much joe now we're 
we are we are gathering up here survivor stories the the bright spots here from those people who were on 
the bridge at the time we know that some of them fought to save themselves including a saint paul woman 
who waited for an hour for a help to arrive she was clinging on a piece of concrete glenn barber is live in the 
newsroom as he is piecing together her survival glenn yeah cindy the 26 year old woman was driving across 
the bridge the section that ended up at that sharp angle she hit the brakes but her minivan continued to slide 
down into the river and her fear is that she can't swim the 20 26 year old tweet beau is being treated for her 
injuries at university of minnesota medical center fairview she shared her terrifying ordeal with us at the last 
second rather than rather than slam into the cars in front of her vogue turned into the river her minivan began 
filling up with water she frantically called out for help but as her van began to sink she realized that she had 
no choice but to jump into the river she tried to swim and she nearly drowned but somehow her survival 
instincts kicked in literally i tried to kick and stay afloat but then i could get kicked i don't know how far i swim 
but i and then what was my head above the water i saw some wire the bar wire bar and then i tried to kick 
towards it to kind of try to grab on it and she did grab on it voe managed to pull herself onto some concrete 
over an hour later a police officer carried her to safety after seeing the bridge on tv she calls 
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after seeing the bridge on tv she calls herself blessed she's expected to be released from the hospital this 
evening reporting live in the newsroom i'm glen barber five eyewitness news glenn thanks we have some 
new information now and it's not good information it's not it's sad information we have the names of four of 
the people who were killed in the bridge collapse one of them is sheri anger brits and the woman we've been 
telling you about for the last couple of hours her husband and daughter have been searching for six-year-old 
sherry engebretson confirmed to be among the people who were killed in this bridge collapse julia blackhawk 
who's 32 years old from savage also died patrick holmes 36 years old from mounds view and artemio 
trinidad menya 29 years old from minneapolis those are the four names we have right now along with sherry 
engebretson she is the fourth a six-year-old woman from shore of you confirmed dead killed in the in the 
bridge collapse those are the four deaths that we have right now we're going out to the scene now over the 
bridge leah mclaine with governor pawlenty leah city governor pawlenty just came over here to join us out at 
the scene and governor one of the things we're hearing about is the dual inspections that are going to be 
happening now uh it's not just mndot because mndot is the one who works on the road so how is this going 
to work we have dual investigations done by the national transportation safety board i'm sure they'll do an 
excellent and great job but i also have ordered that a separate investigation be done by an outside firm so 
we don't miss anything that we have a parallel and redundant investigation so that it's thoroughly and doubly 
covered and we've also directed that emergency bridge inspections be done in minnesota in priority order in 
addition to the normal inspection process one of the things i've heard people discussing is the fact that there 
are so many uh corrosive materials that go on the bridge in the winter time with the de-icing that's even built 
in is there anybody looking into the possibility that that that caused any problems with the structural integrity 
of the bridge everything will be looked at by the ntsb they'll leave no nothing unturned we do know that de- 
icing equipment was installed in 1999 that that put chemicals or spray onto the bridge what we know though 
is in 
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the bridge what we know though is in 2005 2006 inspections were done there was concerns cited but no call 
for immediate closure or change in use of the bridge or eminent collapse they were looking at a replacement 
more like 2020 there also reports some other consultants saying some reinforcement and restructuring 
should be done but no call for you know imminent closure or imminent collapse it was all forward-looking but 
there were concerns there were warning signs so one of the questions needs to be answered why didn't you 
know could this have been prevented why didn't they take these actions and would it have made a difference 
i'm sure we'll be looking at other bridges now as well uh federal officials have been in town some have been 
offering money what is the estimate right now at the cost of not only putting this back together but cleaning 
up the entire what's this going to cost well the federal government's been made a very generous offer of 
essentially unlimited help and we're very grateful for that but you have the the recovery and of course the 
rescue as well as the cleanup as well as the reconstruction so those numbers are all being put together but 
it's not going to be a small amount of money we have heard so much about transportation issues around the 
state for the last several years is this going to change some of the way some of what happens in the next 
legislative session well i'm sure it will and there'll be investigations and reviews but beyond that you know we 
were working to try to find some common ground for the next session i met with legislative leaders on the 
transportation area even before this but uh this bridge probably wouldn't have been the beneficiary of that in 
the near term because that wasn't apparently on the on the plan or the schedule this was out further for 
engineering reasons however we need to do better and i'm sure there'll be action on the legislature and will 
help lead that effort governor you've got lots of friends and family in town as well i mean you're a minnesotan 
when you saw this happen what was your initial reaction to it well i have to say i was just breathless it took 
my breath away my heart just sank and i seen the video images and coming here shortly after the event and 
seeing it close up just a heartbreaking and heart-wrenching experience but first and foremost our concerns 
go out to those families who have lost a loved 
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to those families who have lost a loved one or an injured or missing loved one and minnesotans have been 
so great with their outpouring of prayer and support so there's a little silver lining and otherwise terrible horror 
and that is the goodness of minnesotans shining through in the response have you met with any of the 
victims families yet we have and i'm going to do that some more tonight and tomorrow but i was down at the 
family assistance center earlier today and had a chance to meet with at least a few of the relatives or family 
members impacted i'm sure all of our thoughts go out to them governor thank you for joining us you're 
welcome thanks uh we're plenty out here on the scene and we of course are going to hear much more from 
the governor from other state and federal officials in the coming days as to what it is we're doing with with 
some of the the cost issues of getting this bridge put back together but also just the personal issues of the 
people that have been out there as well and uh for now john and cindy we're gonna toss it back into you 
thanks leah now we have ryan kibby who has along with uh uh along with rod simons has had encounters 
with witnesses they were in that location there where they were meeting up with a lot of people who saw this 
firsthand and from the ground level and ryan's been talking to a woman who we are told was the first one to 
call 911 after the bridge collapse because she literally drove up on it as it happened ryan that's exactly right 
john in fact many of us have seen the pictures over and over from the army corps of engineers that video of 
the bridge collapsing there is a lady just moments after that that you'll see she's carrying a cell phone she's 
dialing 9-1-1 that is lynn lubin now she told me she is lucky to be alive just barely avoiding the bridge 
collapse a minute earlier she says she would have died i could hear all the screams and i saw like the kids 
on the bus holding their seats up holding onto their seats right in front of them and then it was down and i 
saw it coming down out of the sky 44 year old lynn lubin highland park native details the horrifying scene 
frantically calling 911 within seconds after the bridge collapsed i just got on the phone and i was calling 
people and crying and other 
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calling people and crying and other people came down the river and they were crying because there wasn't 
anything you could do and there was it was pretty devastating i was pretty upset i said the bridge fell into the 
water and there's people hurt and there's cars sinking in the river and you need to get people down here this 
is huge just moments after the bridge collapsed lubin says she rushed to the scene straight to the stranded 
school bus that carried dozens of kids all survivors the kids were getting off the bus immediately those adults 
on that bus got those kids off that bus so quick they were so very good about that the chaperones they 
should be people don't usually move that fast and then the guys in the car in front of me were lifting them and 
taking them off the bridge i just couldn't believe anything like that could ever happen it's unfathomable that 
you know that doesn't happen i mean i stood there and looked at i thought this didn't just happen and then 
how quiet it was with no movement it seemed like it didn't happen like i was watching something days later it 
wasn't even there lubin says she had trouble describing the sound the bridge made as she watched it 
collapse in horror i've never heard that sound i would equate it to maybe something like a train or maybe a 
tornado or something it was just this loud it was rhythmic sound happening and i don't even know i think 
when i first glanced at it it wasn't even moving and it moved right in front of my eyes it just came right down it 
just right in front of me and that's when the screaming half happened lubin says she had trouble sleeping last 
night unable to release the terrible images she witnessed last night after it happened and i knew i couldn't go 
in the river and save people i just prayed for everyone who was out there in the river and on the bridges 
stuck in their cars i just prayed for all the people and um i know that i heard they're asking for blood and 
people need they need blood and so that's a good thing for people to do today keep the families in their 
prayers and um go give blood lubin's account very vivid very real her advice very well taken live in the 
newsroom 
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very well taken live in the newsroom ryan kibby 5 eyewitness news thanks ryan all right let's go out to tim 
shernow you know people have been gathering there today looking probably some of them gawkers 
wondering what happened but i think a lot of people just trying to be with other people to see what has 
happened out there tim john and cindy it's a phenomenon of people having a story that they so much want to 
tell that they actually approached us you're about to hear the story of aman named chris carlson yesterday 
afternoon at about six o'clock he was just finishing up a run and was about to turn and go down the 35 w 
bridge he was 15 feet away when the bridge came down here's his story i was 15 feet from it and had to turn 
around i had to run for my life what did you see before you turned i saw them i looked to my right and saw 
the bridge and it was like one solid sheet coming down all together and twisting but it was it was still together 
and it was like it was kind of slow motion floating down in and landed in the river and then the ends buckled 
up and then what did you see well then i called 9-1-1 and then i hung up real quick after i don't i think she 
thought i was was making it up and then uh and then we started yelling and climbing and running down there 
and yelling for people in the river and which we didn't see anybody in the river and then we started helping 
people out of their cars coming back to the scene now today how do you feel lucky very lucky if i would have 
been 15 feet further under the bridge i wouldn't have made it but i feel lucky and i feel sad for everybody else 
that didn't make it out hearing a lot of that people a mixture of being fortunate that they were not on the 
bridge but feeling very very sorry for those who were and the families who lost people and again wanting to 
underscore if i could for a moment here he spoke for a while about how he thought the people at the other 
end of the 9-1-1 phone call must have thought that he was out of his mind to call up and say that a bridge 
had collapsed back to you in the studio 
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had collapsed back to you in the studio all right tim thanks a change in the detour now around the bridge 
collapse on 35 w southbound the right lane is open up until stinson avenue now traffic on 35w northbound 
still routed to interstate 94. highway 280 is now a temporary freeway the stop lights are turned off to ease the 
north-south traffic that means county road b broadway northeast and roselawn avenue are closed at 280. 
and that should help things even more because we have had a relatively problem-free rush hour here's rusty 
gatenby yeah especially on 35w as it comes into the city both from the north metro and the south metro this 


morning light levels of traffic this afternoon on 35 w relatively light levels of traffic on interstate 35w as you 
approach downtown minneapolis it seems a lot of folks have either decided to take the day off avoid coming 
into the twin cities or they found different routes to get to their locations here's what's happening in downtown 
right now in interstate 94. we do have a stalled vehicle we've had a couple of fender benders pretty typical 
for the morning rush hour but there is a stall 94 in nikola can you see it i'm trying to highlight it for you but 
there it is it's 94 at nicolette and traffic right now you can see a different angle there of a different stall this is 
94 glendale so the heavier traffic flow is actually on interstate 94. but 35 w we can show you the view from 
35w 280 this is where you're supposed to go to uh the the 280 detour here is the view from 94 and 280 and 
we're moving along traffic pulse i believe can map out some of the commute for you the travel times in 94 
definitely crowded eastbound from 394 to 280 17 miles per hour then from 35w to st paul 20 miles per hour 
35 w northbound wide open still from 36 up there to 694. there is the whole metro and notice the red we do 
have slowdowns in 494 highway 100 possible alternate route for some people 
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possible alternate route for some people but look at 35w green no real delays people are avoiding 35w as 
you approach downtown minneapolis the black highlighting that area where the collapse is located 280 you 
can see that's lit up green meaning we have a very nice flow in fact our midway sky cam is pointed at 280 
and there it is that bridge is highway 280 you can see the north and southbound flow rolling along even 
though we do have moderately heavy conditions no real delays on highway 280 of course this is day one of 
dealing with the uh collapse of 35 w in minneapolis we'll see how the rush hour continues into the days and 
weeks and possibly years to come as we deal with this that's right and and as the as the mayor mentioned 
rusty and you heard it here as well his main priority tomorrow is to work with businesses because this very 
relatively quiet time is not going to continue as people are going to be forced to get back onto some of their 
regular roots and probably are going to be taking congestion with it we can relay the names now the four 
people killed in this accident four people identified and recovered so far killed in in the bridge collapse 32 
year old julia blackhawk from savage 36 year old patrick holmes he was from mounds view we also have 
learned that artemio trinidad mania 29 year old from minneapolis was perished in that and sherry 
engebretson a 60 year old woman from shoreview we saw her family earlier today her husband ronald her 
daughter hoping obviously against hope that their mother and wife was still alive sherry ingridsen has been 
identified as a fatality six-year-old woman from shoreview friends are going to hennepin county medical 
center right now to visit people who were taken there after the bridge collapse of being treated in the hospital 
allison triarcy is live outside hcmc with that story alison john all day people have been slowly trickling in here 
and you know at first they're a little reticent there are a lot of reporters all around me you can see them over 
there there's someone talking to them crews all around and still people are a little reticent but then they come 
over 
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little reticent but then they come over and they share these amazing stories of how their friends survive this 
tragedy and that includes paramedics who tell us about how all those emergency preparedness classes 
disaster practices at the mall of america all paid off the stories continue of people on their way home to 
dinner now in the hospital because a bridge fell out beneath them her car flipped over and she broke her arm 
and has back injuries she says her friend was in surgery for those back injuries she wonders how many other 
people she knows who were on that bridge i'm working downtown all the time you just knew somehow you 
were going to know somebody you just knew it it's a lot of chaos at first but paramedics tell their stories for 
the first time call to a bridge collapse hennepin county medical center sends just two ambulances until they 
get there then a national incident management system is put in place to help 73 people hurt how'd the 
system work it worked wonderfully from the time that the call went out to the time that the last patient was 
transported the scene was less than two hours a practice system working along with strangers creating a 
working system of their own the citizens played a huge part in this citizens were pulling people from cars that 
could be pulled from cars stories continue to come in all day at last word five people are still here in critical 
condition 10 in stable condition and 12 people have gone home reporting live at hennepin county medical 


center alison triarcy 5 eyewitness news all right thanks alison once again the four people have been 
identified as victims of this bridge collapse we have their names where they're from we want to show that to 
you right now julia blackhawk 32 years old from savage patrick holmes 36 years old from mounds view 
artemia trinidad mania 29 years old from minneapolis and sheri engebretson 60 years old from shoreview 
you met her husband and her daughter earlier today we talked with them and talked with them about their 
hopes their failing hopes to find their mother and wife alive 


00:32:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=tp_ hHKzgOZw&t=1920s 





and wife alive in less than a minute we're going to go to world news charles gibson is here in the twin cities 
with his crew to cover this story we're going to watch the first part of world news with you as they cover the 
bridge collapse in the meantime we know president bush will be here on saturday to visit four people dead 
79 hurt up to 30 people missing somewhere in the rubble in the mississippi river the recovery efforts briefly 
put on hold as they try to navigate some very difficult waters right now on the mississippi river but we are 
returning here in a matter of minutes here and get back to our local coverage but right now we would like you 
to join with us world news tonight and charles gibson from here in the twin cities welcome to world news 
tonight from minneapolis and specifically right now over the collapse of the interstate 35 w bridge that 
occurred last night a tragedy that has horrified this community but perhaps put in everyone's mind the 
question is the bridge i drive over every day stable the number of dead from this tragedy will be rising in the 
hours and days ahead because authorities know there are dead bodies in the cars still on the bridge and in 
the water from abc news this is a special edition of world news with charles gibson disaster on the river 
reporting tonight from minneapolis good evening the sheriff of hennepin county said all signs are it was a 
collapse there is no sign of someone doing this and one of the senators from minnesota said a bridge in 
america should not just fall down we're over the collapse of the 35 w bridge right now and when you look at it 
it looks almost benign sitting there so peacefully but it was anything but peaceful last night there are divers in 
the water right now they have tracked by sonar where the cars that went into the water are located but the 
divers can only get to about 
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but the divers can only get to about four of them right now it is still so unstable around the bridge itself that 
they dare not go any closer and they have seen that in the cars that still sit on the bridge there are dead 
bodies but they cannot get at them yet because again the bridge is too unstable there was no sign that this 
bridge might have been in trouble people were going about their normal business last night commuting to 
and from the city of minneapolis to and from saint paul headed for the ball game going to the guthrie theater 
for a performance the bridge had been rated as structurally deficient a couple of years ago in a federal 
examination but there's nothing unusual about that indeed three percent of the bridges in minnesota are said 
to be structurally deficient and minnesota is on the low side compared to other states around the country so it 
was a bridge that had caused some concern but no one thought that indeed this was a dangerous bridge 
there was construction underway last night that has been mentioned many times there was a resurfacing 
project underway obviously whether that might have been contributory something that will be investigated in 
the months and days ahead there were 18 construction workers on the bridge as it went down one of them 
missing the amazing thing is experts will tell you that a 64-foot fall and that's how far the center span came 
down should be fatal but so many people survived the fall that one of the miracles the good side of all of this 
we will cover all of this tonight and we're going to start with the latest and abc's dan harris who is here in 
minneapolis charlie good evening as we go on the air tonight here are the latest numbers as many as 30 
people are missing 79 people injured and four confirmed dead but officials tell us that that last number the 
number of dead is very likely to grow on this bright cloudless day recovery workers have been doing 
depressing dangerous work searching for bodies the chief of police said he was quite 
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chief of police said he was quite certain they would find more victims people trapped under the water and 
also people they had seen above the ground last night people they could not reach but whose final 
messages to their family they could hear people that were pinned people that were partly crushed that were 
told emergency workers to say hello say goodbye so it was amazing amazing scene these are horrible 
images but within each of those images is a story that car you see tangled in the wreckage is someone's 
cousin or brother or husband thank god this wasn't worse the recovery effort going on today is dangerous for 
two reasons first under water there are very strong currents in the mississippi river that could carry the divers 
away second above ground those huge slabs of concrete are incredibly unstable so crews are proceeding 
cautiously but they know there are dozens of families enduring agonizing weights for information ron and 
jessica engebretson have been searching for wife and mother sherry engebretson who they fear took an 
unlucky alternate route home from work yesterday we kept calling her cell phone constantly and just trying to 
get a hold of her in nothing she's a fighter my wife's a fighter and she will do everything she can to work 
herself out of a situation this ordeal began yesterday evening at 605 the first 911 call after the bottom quite 
literally dropped out of the 35w bridge in a stomach churning panic inducing few moments the steel cracked 
the concrete crumbled melissa hughes was on her way home from work to see her three-month-old baby i 
remember just stomping on the brake and grabbing the steering wheel and then i heard a loud crash and i 
looked up in my rear view mirror and my back window was totally smashed by 6 15 first responders arrived 
to find dozens of people stranded including a school bus filled with children by 6 40 melissa hughes who 
walked away 
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by 6 40 melissa hughes who walked away unscathed was tearfully reunited at the scene with her daughter 
olivia i was just thankful to be there because you almost weren't at 6 30 this morning melissa hughes 
returned to the scene pointing out her red car in the wreckage that right there is you yes with the pickup truck 
upside down on top of it it's really surreal it doesn't seem real to me one more note on the underwater search 
tonight while the divers have not been able to get close enough to those submerged cars to actually recover 
more bodies they have been able to get close enough to get vehicle license plate numbers and they hope to 
use those those numbers to track down the owners of the cars charlie and as you know the people who are 
running this rescue effort say this may be slow but it has to be slow because they cannot sacrifice safety dan 
harris reporting here in minneapolis tonight and we are back on ground our tour in the helicopter it was just a 
short time ago and as you can see we are right in front of what is left of the 35 w bridge well a young 
university of minnesota student was driving me around minneapolis this afternoon as we stalled in traffic on 
the city bridge she said to me you know i feel a bit nervous sitting here it is doubtful should have given it a 
second thought before last night the bridge that collapsed carried millions of cars for 40 years this is what it 
looked like before last night and no one gave crossing it a thought interesting to compare the picture before 
with the picture now abc's lisa stark is following the investigation into what actually happened well charlie the 
national transportation safety board says it is off to a very good start it says having video of the actual 
collapse is extremely helpful the board likened it to having a cockpit voice recorder and a flight data recorder 
after an airplane accident to help figure out what tore the bridge apart the national transportation safety 
board will essentially put it back together taking 
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essentially put it back together taking shattered pieces and laying them out like a puzzle we're going to be 
looking at the bolts we're going to be looking at the girders themselves we're going to be looking at the 
materials we're going to be looking at the rebar we're going to be looking at the cement we're going to be 
looking at the plants we're going to be looking at the maintenance records we're going to be looking at the 
inspection records two lanes in both directions were closed for construction the project included resurfacing 
the concrete deck replacing lights and guard rails and work on the bridge joints a state inspector was 
keeping watch and was injured when the bridge gave way structural engineers who watched video of the 
collapse say a fatigue crack is the most likely cause the video distinctively shows the bottom beam cracking 
and the upper beam cracking and then the rest of the bridge proceeds the 40 year old bridge has been 


inspected annually since 1993 those inspections have turned up corrosion and fatigue cracks which were 
repaired some fatigue cracks in welds remain but an inspection just this year showed they had not appeared 
to spread the results of that inspection were that no growth in any of the pre-existing weld cracks were found 
a study just completed this year laid out two options to ensure continued safety of the bridge adding steel 
plates to critical parts of the structure or thoroughly inspecting the welds officials chose inspection the bridge 
was rated structurally deficient on the federal bridge inventory a rating it first received in 1990. it now carries 
a score of only 50 out of 100 what that rating of 50 means is that the bridge should be repaired should 
perhaps be considered for replacement at some point in the future it was by no means an indication that this 
bridge was not safe but engineers say 40 years and 141 thousand vehicles a day takes a toll so we're kind of 
off the chart as far as what we would expect the steel to be able to take as to the cause of this tragedy the 
ntsb 
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as to the cause of this tragedy the ntsb says everything is still on the table the age of the bridge those fatigue 
cracks the construction work nothing has been ruled in or out charlie lisa stark also reporting tonight from 
here in minneapolis well amid the twisted jumble of steel concrete and cars one image was especially chilling 
last night that yellow school bus leaning precariously against a guard rail and a broken section of the bridge 
about 60 people almost all of them children were riding in the bus when the bridge gave way and their 
survival all of them survived is a reminder that for all the horror here this tragedy could have been even 
worse mike von fremd reports on the kids the children ages 5 to 14 were packed three to a seat singing in 
spanish at the top of their lungs they were coming home from a day at a water park when their bus began to 
plummet i was so scared about because i thought we were going to crash and then the bus burned it was 
like it feels like it feels in the movie but it was real life and when we went all the way down i just saw smoke 
everywhere the sheer panic inside the bus was captured by ten-year-old kaylee swift who had a cell phone 
and left this frantic message for her mother thank god that you know he was there with us you know 
protecting us and he didn't let us be a little bit back more or a little bit forward more like he had us right there 
in that spot sasha bouye a counselor sitting near the back of the bus also fears that if they had traveled just 
20 feet farther no one would have survived the fall it was almost like levels of falling boom boom boom it was 
almost like there was layers of something 
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like there was layers of something like a domino effect almost but were they hard jolts as they were going 
yeah they were hard people were getting banged around there was kids bouncing up and down and 
everything officials believe the bus fell more than 30 feet the fact that it toppled like a domino helped cushion 
the final blow tonight 20-year-old counselor jeremy hernandez is credited with doing a fantastic job of 
evacuating the children in just minutes then my heart started beating fast and i just jumped over the seats 
and i opened the back of the door and i kicked the coolers out and then i turned around and tried to throw 
kids off the bus to the parents of the children jeremy hernandez is a hero that all the children survived is a 
miracle mike von friend abc news minneapolis and the question everyone is asking one another here today 
is where were you last night when the bridge came down well we talked to two young people today who were 
right there who had very close calls kimberly brown was on the bridge when it came down and joe chapman 
was just a few seconds from jogging under the bridge when it collapsed i just see a huge cloud of dust just 
coming my way pretty much and then i turn the corner and then they're like 50 hours in front of me is the 
interstates right there in front of like where i was about to run so what did you do when you realized that it 
had come down i quickly ran up there and then me and this other guy trying to see if there's anybody needed 
any help and there's a big like a hill that goes down to the river so we all went down there and helped some 
people get off of the bridge kimberly and her friend kelly were in a car on the bridge on their way to a soccer 
game the freeway just started buckling and waving and and we just suddenly started going down and i i 
pretty much closed my eyes until we landed what was the sound like at first when i took off my headphones 
and it was just complete silence and then after about 10 seconds i heard a bunch of screaming and 
everything 
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a bunch of screaming and everything there was just a lot of noise we heard lots of screaming i can't really 
differentiate where it was and when but there was a lot of panic kimberly brown certainly one of the lucky 
ones it's just a miracle that i wasn't hurt more and it's it's just unreal that that i fell that far in a car with my 
friend and neither of us were were hurt we just walked away from that in the rose garden today president 
bush promised federal help to rebuild the bridge the president said i-35w is a lifeline of activity that must be 
restored as quickly as possible and he will be here in minneapolis to see the site for himself on saturday later 
in the broadcast we'll have a final note on this disaster a book written 80 years ago that asks a critical 
question about what happened last night but when we returned from bridges to dams america's aging and 
deteriorating infrastructure we're going to take our coverage back now and keep it local after we saw about 
15 minutes of the world news report many many of the same things we've been seeing with some with some 
additions and what we want to do is bring you up to date on the very latest information about the victims in 
the last hour we found out the names of the victims the four people who have been identified as the ones 
who were killed in the bridge collapse julia blackhawk 32 years old from savage patrick holmes 36 years old 
from mounds view and artemia trinidad mania 29 year old from minneapolis and sherry engebretson who's 
60 years old from shoreview and sherry is a woman whose husband and daughter searched for her all day 
hoped that she would turn up in a hospital somewhere she did not she was killed in the bridge collapse but it 
speaks to the fact that there are a number of twin cities families who are still looking hoping and waiting for 
missing relatives to show up let's go to leah mclain she has encountered a family who is going on what is 
only can be described as a desperate and painful search leah cindy that's right this is one family who is 
happy that the names you just 
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who is happy that the names you just listed does not include the name christina circorofis her family is 
looking for her today she was on her way to church last night she called friends said she'd be a little late as 
she was coming in on 35w today her boyfriend talked to our ann hutchinson ann hutchinson is out here and 
and the the boyfriend talked to you you said he sounded kind of desperate yes he did i've been down at the 
family center that the red cross has set up all day and of course you can imagine it's very somber almost like 
a dream down there as people are just waiting on the edge of hope hoping that somebody can tell them 
something anything about their missing person cynthia actually did dance class at a greek church that's just 
off of 35w and she had called a friend to say she was going to be late to church and then she never showed 
up at church i talked to her boyfriend this is what he had to say christina had called one of her friends saying 
she was stuck in traffic on the bridge she was going to be late going to church and she never made it to 
church i frankly tried calling again and again called other friends to see if they had seen her or talked to her i 
went to the hospitals and checked and i still haven't heard from her i'm hoping that maybe somebody had 
spotted her or took her to a different hospital a smaller hospital or is helping her she's a glowing person a 
million-dollar smile she teaches greek dance at st mary's greek orthodox church and that's where she was 
going before the bridge accident happened agony sadness worry i just i'm concerned i don't know where she 
is i can't find her now you saw the picture of christina if you've seen her anywhere you're asked to call the red 
cross so if you've seen any of the missing people you're asked to call the red cross we're still going to be 
down with the families asking to see if they have any more pictures of the missing and see if we can get 
those to you as soon as possible and thanks we know there are a lot of people who 
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there are a lot of people who have been looking for their loved ones today um and people like ann have been 
down meeting with the families and saying if you want to get a picture out if you're hoping that somehow your 
loved one just hasn't hasn't called yet and maybe that they're not uh mixed up in everything here they're 
people who are just hoping against hope that there is some other explanation um if they want to put pictures 
up we are more than willing to put those pictures up with some people as well and just try to bring some 
hope to people and see if they can find the ones that they're they're missing loved ones we know that there 


are more than 70 people who were injured we know there are about 20 or 30 people who are still missing at 
this point and we've seen the names of the four confirmed dead as well but there are a lot of families still just 
hoping out here we are live in minneapolis leah and anne hutchinson for 5 eyewitness news leah thanks and 
thank you ann also we've just learned now from the federal government that officials have alerted states to 
immediately inspect bridges similar to the minneapolis bridge the 35w bridge that order has now gone out 
across the country any bridges in similar construction with a 35w bridge must be inspected and a handful of 
other states actually have already started that before we had the basically the mandate from the feds let's go 
out to mark albert right now he has more on the official transportation investigation coming from both the 
state of minnesota and the federal government mark and cindy earlier at a news conference with those state 
and federal transportation officials they painted a picture of a bridge that did have significant problems but 
not any problems that were thought to compromise safety now in the wake of this disaster the governor 
announced this afternoon three things that he was immediately ordering first inspections on three other 
bridges around the state that are very similar to the design of the washington avenue bridge second he is 
ordering an independent investigation of this disaster separate from that of the ntsb and third he is ordering 
an independent review of the state's inspection process in other words were the state's inspection officers 
and the way they go about things were they not sufficient to catch any problem before it arose now 
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catch any problem before it arose now this particular bridge had been inspected every other year until 1993 
that's when state officials made a significant change and decided to begin inspecting this washington avenue 
bridge every year now since 1990 that washington avenue bridge was found to be structurally deficient it had 
corrosion on the bearings and on the steel around the joints of the bridge and fatigue cracks had been 
noticed on the approach spans but in 2005 and 2006 inspectors wrote down in their yearly inspection that 
those cracks those fatigue marks were not growing and that they were stable now those cracks officials said 
today go all the way back to 1967 when the first car drove over this 500 foot span there was cracks that were 
present in the welds what we call the tab welds of the bridge since the day it was built but those did not were 
not growing and they were stable so for those reasons we considered the bridge fit for service we thought we 
had done all we could obviously something went terribly wrong and that's something that went terribly wrong 
is not only going to be looked at by this independent investigation that the governor has now ordered but it 
will also be looked at of course by the ntsb the national transportation safety board the chairman of that 
board was here in minneapolis doing a briefing about two hours ago or so we're going to have some of his 
comments and exactly where the federal investigation stands coming up a little bit later for now live in 
minneapolis mark albert 5 eyewitness news thanks mark there was work going on on the 35 w bridge mostly 
work on the surface they were filling some cracks and they were doing some repaving but tonight questions 
are coming in about what construction workers a progressive contractors incorporated or pci were doing to 
the bridge before it collapsed beth jett is tracking that angle of the story she joins us now from the newsroom 
beth yes cindy first pci is dealing with its 
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yes cindy first pci is dealing with its own trauma tonight it did have 18 workers on that bridge doing what it 
calls routine resurfacing work well tonight one of those workers is missing we looked into the company's 
record with osha over the last 10 years here's what we found in the aftermath of this disaster progressive 
contractors inc based in st michael issued a statement explaining what the 18 workers were doing moments 
before the collapse tom sloan the vice president of the bridge division says his crews were doing routine 
resurfacing work they were preparing to pour the final two inches of concrete surface before they could start 
pouring the bridge collapsed we looked into the safety history of pci and found nine violations of the 
occupational safety and health act over the last 10 years but none since 2005. violations included things like 
the lack of life-saving equipment for workers on one site near water the lack of a high visibility warning vest 
on another site but in 2004 on a project in lakeville inspectors noted the requirement of removing people from 
a hazardous area when there is evidence of a possible cave-in or failure of protective systems although osha 
did not cite the company for a violation no one from pci would appear on camera saying they were 


concentrating on their missing co-worker but sloan explains in his statement the problem in the collapse was 
a steel structure supporting a concrete deck we did not do any work on the steel structure we simply repaired 
the concrete deck by removing deteriorated concrete patching and resurfacing now i am told several pci 
workers were injured in that collapse the family of the missing worker has spent hours at the red cross 
shelter near the scene of the collapse waiting for word about him live in the newsroom beth jett 5 eyewitness 
news well in events like these we always look for something to hold on to something that gives us hope that 
we're going to make it through this all we are leaning on some of the heroic efforts made by people out there 
our assignments arrive shortly after the collapse on the south side of the bridge and rod is here with one of 
the men 
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one of the men the story of one of the men who rescued people rod hi you guys by now you have heard of 
gary babineau of blaine we talked to him moments after the collapse and today the former wrestler from 
latino grace who grew up in new brighton is still trying to make sense of it all and happy to be alive on this 
day after the bridge collapse gary babineau isn't just now feeling fortunate gary got that when i was on the 
bridge and i actually had the full view of the whole bridge going across and i actually saw the whole thing fall 
and then start falling with it it was real right then i didn't i couldn't believe it it was like a movie but right when i 
hit it it was real to me babineau was in the intense spotlight because he was one who not only survived in his 
demolished rig but he then got out to rescue kids from this bus 60 kids coming back from barbour beach 
water park when they were caught in the collapse i was hearing the screams and i looked over and there's 
this school bus i just thought oh my god this is it's terrible when i saw the school bus it was just i gotta get to 
those kids you know there's i know that there's gonna be other people and we all need to come together and 
just we need to help these kids we need to get them out of there and he did that but as quickly as babineau 
rushed to help rescue those on the bus his mind was racing with thoughts of his pregnant fiance liz that's the 
first thing i thought about when i when i figure out the bridge is going down that's the first thing that went 
through my mind i'd oh my oh my god there's i have a baby coming in two weeks you know i can't die please 
don't let me die it was like a prayer was just going through my mind god you know i don't want to die you 
know just as he stands as close as they'll let us get to one of the clap spans the whole scene is as vivid as it 
was just after six wednesday night hearing the cars screeching down the down the incline and falling off right 
next to me and then hearing the screaming kids in the bus that that's you know i had an angel looking down 
on me you know two seconds later and you know i would have been in the water or i would have been you 
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in the water or i would have been you know [Music] i i had someone was looking over me well he's still in 
need of some serious sleep and he told me the highlight of his day a pork chop lunch at his mom's house 
with lots of loves and hugs and not larry king live but being interviewed on good morning america back to you 
another story that says go and hug your kids that's a guy that's worth talking to after what he did for those 
kids on the bus too let's talk about the bridge now and physically what and financially what it's going to take 
to rebuild the 35w bridge we had a major promise of some major money that came in earlier today so let's go 
to chris o'connell in the newsroom he can update us on some of the political moves that are being made to 
make make this bridge whole again chris cindy governor pawlenty says rebuilding the 35 w bridge will most 
likely take two possibly three years but the big question tonight is not time it's money today partisan politics 
took a back seat from the mayor's office to the white house we in the federal government must respond and 
respond robustly to help the people there not only recover but to make sure that lifeline of activity that bridge 
gets rebuilt as quickly as possible but that will take money government officials from every level and both 
sides of the aisle stand side by side the feds coming to town with money in hand today i am making an initial 
distribution of five million dollars from the department this money will be available today to help restore the 
traffic flow to clear the debris to set up detours and to begin the repair work it was the first installment of what 
officials hope will be more federal funds to start the massive rebuilding minnesota congressman jim oberstar 
the head of the transportation committee hoping to secure 250 million dollars and that is just a start i think it 
will cost substantially 
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cost substantially more than 250 million dollars rebuild that bridge and and to and to not only it's not only the 
bridge but it's the approaches on either side for the bridge but we have to start somewhere we have to start 
somewhere and 250 million dollars is a starting figure we saw the first little bit of finger pointing today 
congressman oberstar actually lashing out at president bush for only authorizing half the funds the 
congressman says was needed to update the nation's bridge and highway system we'll have more on that 
tonight at six o'clock live in the newsroom chris o'connell 5 eyewitness news all right thanks very much for 
putting that all together for us chris once again we are now just about shy of 24 hours since the event 
happened yesterday the bridge collapse i-35 crashing into the mississippi river we know four people are 
confirmed dead we know that there are 79 people injured and many more still missing please stay with us as 
we continue our coverage 5 eyewitness news at 6 starts right now [Music] this is 5 eyewitness news at six 
the people screaming and then it was silence kept calling her cell phone constantly and just trying to geta 
hold of her in nothing it's been 24 hours but the shock is still raw we can never be prepared for something as 
horrendous as this bumper-to-bumper traffic tossed into the mississippi the minutes now stretching into 
hours it's really hard feeling like an eternity for those with loved ones still missing we can't find my sister 
she's a fighter my wife's a fighter [Music] our coverage on the 35 w bridge collapse continues tonight good 
evening everyone i'm cindy picado hello everyone i'm john mason thanks for joining us tonight we know the 
names of the four people who died in the bridge collapse and here they are 60 year old sherry engebretson 
of shoreview the woman that you heard referred to in the open to our newscast earlier we had talked to her 
husband and 
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earlier we had talked to her husband and daughter as they had waited for word about sherry also killed 32 
32-year-old julia blackhawk from savage 36-year-old patrick holmes of mounds view 29 year old artemia 
trinidad mania from minneapolis and while the number of victims is at four as many as 30 people remain 
missing 79 people injured strong currents the debris under the water in the mississippi river slowing recovery 
efforts in fact putting those recovery efforts at a standstill the divers were in for a while now they are out 
they've been trying to reach several cars they see in the water the white house says president bush will 
come to minneapolis on saturday for a firsthand look at the damage we also know governor pawlenty is 
ordering inspections on three other minnesota bridges with a similar design to the bridge that collapsed 
finally we learned minnesota congressman jim oberstar presented emergency legislation today that would 
provide more than 250 million dollars for rebuilding the bridge we have a lot to cover in the next hour from 
now until seven o'clock liam mclean starts our coverage live near the scene leah and john i want to give you 
one more look live from the scene we're up above 35w one to give you a look behind me we've been seeing 
this throughout the day it's a much quieter scene today than it was yesterday some emergency crews a lot of 
construction crews still blocking this off but the big story today is the families the people who are waiting to 
hear from those who are missing hoping that they're going to hear some good news some just bracing for 
bad news and joe mason spoke with the family earlier he's here now as well joe the inga brettson family we 
just saw that that was one of the names on the list of of those who did not survive this um what's the family 
dealing with at this point now devastating news all families who have missing people are hopeful for the best 
but fear the worst and for one family tonight those fears came true i lost my mom i don't know this is the 
hardest thing ever when jessica inglebretson said those words earlier today her mother sherry was missing 
jessica knew 
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mother sherry was missing jessica knew the chances of her survival were slim but she wasn't giving up not 
yet we just hope that god will be with her right now and just stay strong i know she's living right now i just 
know it i just know she's really strong there's hope there i mean i have to be a realist at some point in time 
even ronald inglebretson knew that he may never see his wife of 30 years alive again but he too still had 
hope she's a fighter my wife's a fighter and she will do everything she can to work herself out of a situation 


sherry wasn't supposed to be here ronald says she never traveled over this bridge on her way to their shore 
view home but she was here yesterday god may only know why and that's who ronald is trusting tonight we 
believe in god and we know that god is a just person and we hold on to that faith whatever the outcome 
several clergy have been called in here to help comfort the families one one priest helped out during 9 11 he 
is here tonight trying to bring some type of peace to these families who probably know that this will be the 
end result of what they'll receive long term and joe there are a lot of families who are exactly looking for 
comfort tonight we spoke to another man earlier he spoke to our anne hutchinson his girlfriend christina 
sarakoufas she was driving on 35w last night she was on her way in to church and she called some friends 
and said she'd be running a little late that she was stuck in bumper to bumper traffic she never showed up 
today her family her friends are bringing us pictures and and just hoping that somehow she is among the 
missing and that maybe she ended up somewhere else we spoke to her boyfriend earlier if we want to hear 
what he had to say she's a glowing person a million dollar smile she teaches greek dance at st mary's greek 
orthodox church and that's where she was going before the bridge accident happened agony 
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the bridge accident happened agony sadness worry i just i'm concerned i don't know where she is i can't find 
her family's friends just like this have been at the holiday inn near 35w the red cross is here they're trying to 
help reunite families give them some kind of information about where their loved ones may be whether or not 
they are really in fact among those who are still in the river or not and they're also clergy members there are 
priests they're pastors here trying to offer comfort as well the other amazing thing that we've seen out here is 
is the effort from volunteers some of the red cross members that i've spoken to said as soon as this 
happened some of them limped downtown and heard this right away they came out they're already red cross 
volunteers and they jumped into action do anything they could and we've heard a similar story from other 
people around the twin cities who just want to try to help in this major tragedy that has hit us right in 
downtown minneapolis reporting live in minneapolis leah mclean five elise news four words that echo i can't 
find her i know in in in obviously an attempt to reach out to us or anybody else who can help that was the 
scene leah mclean gave us from several stories above the mississippi river this is the scene from way above 
the mississippi river chopper five flying high over the bridge right now what's left of the bridge bob mcnainy is 
up there with our pilot ken melchior and bob tell us what you see right now well you look down and it's a very 
quiet scene the uh the barge that had the divers and their equipment nearby again hoping to get out there 
just is pulled away and and what you're looking at basically is uh just stillness and you know this was never 
going to be a day of any great promise that was pretty clear that everybody knew for the most part the the 
victims who were still in the rubble were probably dead but when the sun came up today people knew it 
wouldn't be a day of promise but they're hoping would be at least a day of some productivity finalizing what 
actually happened to these people finding these people but again divers never got in we're going down the 
river to give you a shot of the staging 
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river to give you a shot of the staging air that's where the divers have been staging throughout the day that's 
the barge very early this morning about seven o'clock we saw him start putting the first of the equipment on 
that barge and then men and women were put on that barge and it was moving forward at about 11 o'clock 
this morning and everything looked as if we were on stride to perhaps recover at least some of the victims 
today but as you've been hearing the currents that are being created by the debris itself have been far too 
dangerous that's what the that's what the command center looks like that's where people are leaving from to 
get on the river it is no doubt a frustrating day for law enforcement because it is such good access easy 
access if you will to the location but they can get just yards away from while their final destination and there's 
just really nothing they can do so you got to believe that these men and women are feeling a grand sense of 
frustration tonight john and cindy all right thank you very much bob we're going to be checking back of 
course with bob later on in this newscast we were also telling you exactly pretty much an hour ago 24 hours 
ago from this point on that the phone lines were jammed in and around the area cell phone lines jammed as 
victims and onlookers tried to call for help well we have one of those calls jessica miles in the newsroom with 


the story of a young girl stuck on that school bus trying to call mom cindy we've all seen the pictures of that 
school bus packed with kids sitting cockeyed wedged between a burning semi on one side and the edge of 
the bridge on the other tonight the frantic phone call a ten-year-old girl made to her mom just seconds after 
this collapse christine swift hasn't heard this phone message in its entirety until now her panicked daughter 
not knowing where 
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her panicked daughter not knowing where she is where to go and simply wanting her mom but unable to 
reach her scary thankful you know they 10 seconds later the bus would have been in the middle of the bridge 
kaylee was one of 50 kids returning from a youth field trip when the 35w bridge below their school bus gave 
way we're almost at the end of the bridge and everybody just heard this cracking noise we were all quiet and 
then we all just started falling everybody was crying and screaming nobody knew what was happening it felt 
like we were on a roller coaster but my stomach didn't drop all we've everybody just tumbled out their seats 
on top of each other in the aisle i just glad i acted fast chaperone jeremy hernandez rushed into action 
carrying those kids off the bus and away from the danger i'm glad that i was there to help him i'm glad that 
somebody was there for him because i don't know what they would have did jeremy actually his foot was hurt 
his foot was cut or broken and he was still helping all the kids he was helping calm him down kaylee and the 
rest of the kids were first taken to the red cross people were on the tables laying on the floor peoples people 
were hurting all over when she was finally able to see her daughter after waiting two hours christine learned 
kaylee had been taken to the hospital it was four hours after the collapse when the two were finally reunited 
when i saw her we just i just hugged her held on to her i love you kissed her told her i loved her kaley has a 
sore back but doctors say she'll be okay her mom says she's still in shock thankful but heartbroken so many 
people are on the bridge when it collapsed that a lot of people might be dead a lot of people are hurt and my 
bus was one of the lucky ones those kids were indeed lucky in all 
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those kids were indeed lucky in all there were 61 people on that school bus 14 of them were taken to the 
hospital with injuries last night four are still in the hospital two adults and two kids we don't know the extent of 
those injuries at this hour now a fund has been set up for those kids to help with some medical expenses you 
can go to our website kstp.com for more information live in the newsroom jessica miles 5 eyewitness news 
thank you jessica it has been called by our colleague bob mcnainey a grand frustration rescuers at the 
staging site along the river cannot get into the river cannot get to the cars they know are submerged near 
that broken bridge because of swirling currents and huge chunks of concrete chris keating has been covering 
the recovery effort as it stands right now chris are we still at a standstill well john i just got done with a 
briefing with the hennepin county sheriff's office and we have now some clarification late this afternoon john 
in fact only about an hour ago divers were able to able to get into the water which is known as downstream 
and there were four hits they had in there with the sonar earlier this afternoon they've since been able to 
clear the area known as the downstream area and specifically they had four hits one was a car involved in 
this accident they got in there and they found that there were no victims inside another was a pickup truck 
unrelated to this incident apparently been there for a very long time the other two hits on sonar were simply 
debris so that's a a good thing as for the victim who may have been in that car the sheriff's office says he 
doesn't know where that person is whether they were got out got out yesterday or whether or not they're 
somewhere else in the river but as of right now they have cleared this area that is a good sign another good 
sign we've been given is that they want to get back on the river sometime tonight while they still have some 
daylight now we've been talking about the area downstream this evening the other area they haven't gotten 
to at all is the area upstream we had a chance to hear from the sheriff's officers talk to us about that just 
moments ago upstream going to be much much more difficult much more dangerous you can imagine the 
water coming from the lock and dam flowing now against 
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the lock and dam flowing now against the debris field we are going to proceed very very cautiously in there 
it's extremely dangerous truly dangerous conditions because there is rebar and concrete all around that area 
and submerged cars which divers need to at least make contact with open the doors look inside to see if 
anyone or anything is in there that needs they need to know about what you're looking at now are sheriff's 
officers emptying out a barge that went out earlier with divers and searchers they plan on filling it back up 
with equipment and hopefully getting back on the river tonight to make some more headway up there but it's 
a very dangerous condition but there is some good news that the divers will be getting back into the water 
they believe tonight john back to you okay chris that's good news they were able to get into that one area 
and at least clear that area and they know what's in there now and as chris mentioned there was one car 
discovered without anybody inside perhaps that was somebody who survived because we're starting to piece 
together these stories of survival some people waiting more than an hour were told to be rescued others 
fighting against the odds trying to save themselves glenn barbour live in the newsroom with the story of a 
saint paul woman who conquered one of her greatest fears in the midst of all of this mayhem glenn that's 
right john a saint paul woman was on her way to pick up her mother when she suddenly found herself sliding 
down that sharply sloped bridge deck toward the mississippi river and her first thought was that she doesn't 
know how to swim 26 year old tuivo is recovering at the university of minnesota medical center fairview i'm 
very lucky that i just get out make a make make it a life that just cuts and bruises bo calls herself lucky and 
blessed her husband rocky calls her a hero i just gotta say that my wife is very brave though slammed on the 
brakes but her minivan continued to slide down the bridge rather than crash into the cars ahead of her boat 
turned into the mississippi 
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her boat turned into the mississippi river screaming i'm yelling said help help i don't know how to swim help 
please help me i don't know how to swim though's minivan began filling up with water she soon realized she 
had to climb through the window and into the river that's it only me so i have to do something to say your life 
vo says she nearly drowned but somehow she kicked and kicked to keep her head above water bo managed 
to grab a metal bar and pull herself onto a concrete slab where she waited over an hour for a policeman to 
carry her to safety ever since i watched tv and i watched a new one and i saw what happened that's when it 
really hit me that i'm lucky to be alive i learned it and see too we learned to value our life better vo suffered 
some cuts and bruises and some strained muscles but she's expected to be okay in fact she should be 
released from the hospital tonight reporting live in the newsroom i'm glad barber five eyewitness news and 
thank you very much for that story glenn now uh the senior the stone arch bridge has kind of been command 
central from for for mainly the government bodies that have assembled on the scene to start piecing out what 
happened the national transportation safety board got on the ground here late last night they've been on the 
bridge all day today and they have we're told mark albert two key tools they will use to try to figure out what 
happened absolutely john the national transportation safety board will be the lead here in trying to find out 
what happened you've seen them countless times before to airplane crashes and other disasters they're the 
ones from the federal government that come in that have the expertise the science the know-how to try to 
recreate the disaster and figure out just what caused it the chairman of the national transportation safety 
board said that his team has really been in place about 15 hours and it's so far despite that just 15 hours 
here and despite the fact that there is still a recovery effort going on that they have made good progress they 
have already obtained from the state we understand maintenance and inspection reports going back three 
years they intend to ask for 
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back three years they intend to ask for those reports from at least the past decade there are those two tools 
those two things john that you mentioned that the ntsb says will really speed up this investigation first it just 
so happens that employee an employee of the federal highway administration was working on his ph.d 
degree at the university of minnesota and as the topic for his ph.d he chose this particular bridge and did a 
failure analysis what could cause that bridge which was first opened in 1967 to fail the ntsb says they have 
made contact with this person and the data could be invaluable second that video that we have been seeing 


over and over again that security video of this bridge collapsed the ntsb says this will be crucial this is more 
reliable in some cases than witness statements they send plan to send this video to washington d.c to be 
enhanced at their national labs and here is the reaction from the chairman of the ntsb when he first learned 
of the existence of this video and why he believes it will be so important what we're particularly pleased 
about is one getting that video that's um that's the equivalent in getting a cockpit voice recorder or a flight 
data recorder without without this video we would be working kind of in the real time blind this is going to 
show us what happened in the amount of time where it began where this failure began they may well have 
been doing everything that has been prescribed in the national bridge inspection program that may well not 
be enough we may be making a recommendation that it needs to be more rigorous so the chairman of the 
ntsb saying that inspectors for the state of minnesota could have been doing everything right but that 
perhaps it was not enough and that as a result if the ntsb finds that they may make recommendations on a 
national level to change inspection programs for bridges for highways for roads 
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bridges for highways for roads across the entire country for all 50 states this disaster investigation really 
could have a nationwide impact and we'll just have to see what form it takes for now live in minneapolis at 
the briefing center mark albert five eyewitness news and as mark mentioned we are actually already seeing 
this impact we can tell you literally that states across the nation are taking a look at what kind of bridges they 
have and what condition they're in the question being asked today what is being done about the dangers that 
could be out there and how more importantly can we prevent this from happening chris o'connell in our 
newsroom now to tell us how minnesota lawmakers are trying to answer those questions chris cindy first of 
all governor pawlenty has declared a peacetime emergency in the state he's been touring the damage all 
day asking state agencies to pitch in and asking for prayers from minnesotans we have witnessed a day of 
horror and grief and tragedy and loss and pain and burden and again we want to express our prayers and 
our thoughts to the families who experienced a loss of a loved one or a Serious injury or other trauma 
governor tim pawlenty ordered an immediate inspection of all minnesota bridges with similar design structure 
to the 35w bridge it could be just the beginning in making bridges across the country a lot safer fixing rotting 
roads and crumbling bridges part of federal legislation senator norm coleman introduced months ago on 
capitol hill because there are bridges in america that need repair we don't think that they're in danger of 
falling down but this one has and we have to make sure that another one doesn't coleman a republican along 
with fellow democratic senator amy klobuchar standing side by side at the scene of the collapse both hoping 
to get 250 million dollars in emergency federal funds to rebuild as soon as possible and calling for a 
nationwide assessment of 
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calling for a nationwide assessment of all bridges a bridge in america just shouldn't fall down and that's why 
we have called for this investigation whatever funding will come is coming too late according to minnesota 
congressman jim oberstar who also chairs the powerful transportation committee he pointed the finger at 
president bush saying bush failed to provide enough money for bridge projects still 90 billion below where we 
needed to be below where his own department of transportation said we needed to be this administration 
failed to support a robust investment in surface transportation and the funding to accompany it locally 
governor pawlenty left the door open for a special session to talk about state transportation funding that's 
something he's been mulling over anyway pawlenty made it clear he would make the response to this 
collapse his highest priority in the newsroom chris o'connell 5 eyewitness news now we are still on the 
subject of roads here as we tell you about a change in the detour around the bridge collapse this just came in 
late this afternoon on 35 w the southbound right lane is now open until stinson avenue that's going to open 
up a little bit more there traffic on 35 w northbound however is still routed to interstate 94 then over to 280 
and then you go up to 80 but that's been turned into a temporary interstate with stoplights turned off one 
problem there only if you're trying to get off on county road b broadway street northeast and roselawn 
avenue they are closed at 280. and we are borrowing rusty gatenby from our friends on 5 eyewitness news 
morning to fill us in on the evening rush hour rusty and the good news is the evening rush hour much like the 


morning rush hour a bit of a surprise the traffic flow coming into twin cities in pretty good shape throughout 
the afternoon and this morning here's traffic pulse mapping out the drive for you right now 94 eastbound from 
394 to 280 45 miles per hour that's pretty typical for this time of the evening 94 eastbound 35w then into st 
paul takes you just 11 minutes moving at 45 miles per hour but check 
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moving at 45 miles per hour but check out 35 w northbound this has been the case this morning and this 
afternoon let's go back to traffic pulse we're going to show you the more of this metro here if we can there 
you see speeds at 60 miles per hour takes you just four minutes they are zipping along in fact there it is the 
whole metro and as we zoom on in there to the area where we have that bridge collapse you'll see that 280 
that main alternate route that is moving along as well okay now let's go back to the images live shots from 
minneapolis there's 35w 26. here's that lane that's open down to stinson and this is for local traffic only if 
you're trying to go through they've got it blocked off and you're not going to be able to get through you'll have 
to use uh 280 the flow 35w at 280 in good shape as we were showing you as we mapped it out there and in 
fact we can actually give you a shot of 280 from our midway skycam and there it is that section of 280 
moving along both north and southbound so had a couple of fender benders on interstate 94. we saw some 
slowdowns we're still seeing a bit of a slowdown at interstate 94 but for the most part people seem to have 
found a way to avoid 35w especially but maybe just frankly taking a day of vacation and staying home this 
afternoon sitting it out perhaps all right rusty thanks a lot now also the metro transit pitched in added extra 
buses now with two more park and ride lots from six to nine tomorrow morning extra buses run from the 
county road h park and ride in mounds view and regal cinemas that's in brooklyn center extra buses again 
leave six other parking rides across the metro let's detail them for the viewers [___] rapids would be the first 
one maplewood blaine brooklyn center also roseville for more information you can log onto kstp.com we 
have it there for you you know we've been hearing a lot about people eyewitnesses here at eyewitness news 
about what they heard what they saw what they felt even before the collapse and they say now that there 
should have been warning signs we took that information to a structural engineer who told us they might be 
onto something investigative reporter christy 
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something investigative reporter christy peel takes us step by step through the disaster christy well john and 
cindy one of those people believes he may not he may have seen not just a warning but the actual cause it 
just made me nervous michael kranz drove across the bridge every day heading to and from work on his way 
home wednesday two hours before the collapse he saw a tanker truck next to massive piles of sand and 
gravel between the two piles roughly 60 feet long i'm just questioning whether or not that bridge in that area 
had been overloaded with too much material now that he's seen the video of the collapse he believes it 
began right where he saw all that material whatever equipment or traffic you put on there is not going to 
affect the stresses a whole lot but structural engineer ted columbus does believe what others witnessed just 
minutes before the crash should have been a warning sign i was stuck in traffic on the bridge and i 
remember thinking that this bridge is shaking more than it normally does a clue something was terribly wrong 
in the next half hour the shaking grew stronger all of a sudden the bridge started shaking and i was like you 
know i lived in l.a and i know what an earthquake was like sure and it was just like that it was just shaking 
really bad seconds later the span in the center of the bridge drops i'm not sure but i think the break was 
inside the span he suspects the problems were right where it collapsed somewhere inside the span you had 
a sort of a kink forming and there was a lot of dust there and then the the rest of the bridge went up and then 
everything settled down so once the center fell the ends buckled folding down collapsing onto the shores of 
the 
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collapsing onto the shores of the mississippi traffic management cameras first focused on the traffic that 
started backing up within seconds it panned over to capture the cause of the backup you can see drivers 
who stopped just short of the collapse trying to get away from what they trusted was a safe bridge it's like a 
completely healthy 50 year old person suddenly drops dead with no prior history each bridge in the state has 
extensive records we spent the day pouring through thousands of them we found a few bridges with the 
same rating as the one that collapsed and we found several others with even lower scores we'll run down the 
safety rankings for you tonight at 10. reporting live in the newsroom christy peale 5 eyewitness news thanks 
christy the federal government ordered about an hour and a half ago the immediate inspection of all bridges 
with the same design as a 35w bridge this comes a few hours after governor palendi issued a statewide 
order for bridge inspections in minnesota the most immediate inspections will happen in these three locations 
because these three bridges are similar in construction to the 35 w bridge here they are highway 23 bridge 
over the mississippi and saint cloud highway 123 over the kettle river in sandstone and highway 243 from 
minnesota osceola wisconsin over the saint croix river these inspections emergency inspections as termed 
by the governor will happen over the next few days the shutter of a collapse that is being heard around the 
world media attention from across the country and across the globe abc news anchor charles gibson is in 
minneapolis covering this catastrophe one thing that's striking to all of us including him how complete 
strangers jumped in to help those stranded in the collapse charlie gibson was above the scene in our 
chopper 5 and he comments on the spirit of good samaritans very struck at how sobered everyone around 
here is by what has happened uh ever since 2001 um there has been 
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um there has been a little bit more softness about the business of living because of what happened it just it 
just brings home to you that when you drive through the lincoln tunnel or when you go over the golden gate 
bridge or when you put your kid on the school bus and send them to school or when you drive over a bridge 
that it's just a little bit of an act of courage and it brings it brings home also the fragility of life uh i don't mean 
to be too cosmic about this but it really has had that effect in new york city and i wouldn't be surprised if you 
find that to be true here charles gibson from world news above the scene in chopper 5 they broadcast live 
about an hour ago on world news from the twin cities now over the past 24 hours we've seen a lot of 
dramatic pictures and video of the collapsed bridge we got this home video shot by people who live in an 
apartment that overlooks 35 w they were on their balcony when they heard what happened they grabbed 
their camera after hearing the boom when the bridge collapsed and here's what they saw when our building 
started vibrating we thought maybe it was an earthquake since we moved out from california but we knew 
that didn't really happen here in minnesota so our next thought was maybe a giant plane flying by we ran to 
the windows and just saw the cars falling into the river basically what did that look like it was terrifying it was 
just like something out of the movies you know you stand there outside your window and the bridge is 
buckling and the cars are sliding into the water and then one of the semis exploded and it was one of those 
situations where you kind of wished i said you were a superhero and you could go out and reach out and put 
your hands underneath the bridge but all we could do is stand and watch kind of in terror and these guys as 
well watching everything happen so scary what was it like for you guys what do you remember from it but the 
first time i saw it there was smoke like really big smoke coming out from from the 
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big smoke coming out from from the ground and and then my auntie came out and she like and my auntie 
and uncle came out and they're like very terrified and saying what was that what did you think sean same 
thing as her scary how many i know you weren't keeping count but how many cars trucks do you think 
plunged into the water probably about a dozen from the north side were slipping in right away when the 
concrete became really steep i'm not sure about from the south side but miraculously in the middle the car 
stayed on the section of bridge and people got out of their cars and were helping each other and they were 
they were okay so you saw some people make it out okay what was it like when you saw people walking 
away from it all uh well we just couldn't imagine the shock that they must have felt you know i mean the cars 
apparently bounced i mean because the bridge dropped quite a bit and then the cars bounced and then 


people actually came out of it now people who didn't make it off the bridge these are the stories that cause 
us to hold our breath and have that pit in your stomach because we are learning that some of them spent 
their last few minutes reaching out to police officers who say they couldn't do anything more to save their 
lives chief tim dolan describes what his officers experienced on the bridge yesterday afternoon people that 
were pinned people that were partly crushed that were told emergency workers to say hello say goodbye 
now chief dolan of the minneapolis police department says the department owes it to the victims to recover 
each of the bodies those efforts ongoing we've been talking a lot about the water levels on the mississippi 
river at the 35 w bridge there's a dam right there where the corps of engineers can control the water levels 
very important to the recovery effort and colleen mahoney is live with more on that part of the story colleen 
the mississippi river is running really slowly right now and there are two reasons for this one it is summer and 
we are in a drought now that should be helping recovery efforts tonight but as we've 
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recovery efforts tonight but as we've talked about so much this evening the debris field is a problem tonight 
we look at what the federal government is doing to help there are orange barriers across the mississippi river 
at lock and dam number one experts tell us that has happened only three times since the late 1950s the u.s 
coast guard made the call to shut down all traffic from here past the recovery site to upper saint anthony falls 
lock and dam right now our main focus is to recover any victims that are still in the water assist the 
investigating investigative agency with the investigation and removing parts of the bridge there and again 
providing the security zone the coast guard has boats and teams cruising the channel today right now the 
channel depth varies between 4 to 14 feet the u.s army corps of engineers usually keeps it at about nine feet 
so barge traffic can move through but today it is all about the needs of recovery crews they have to do the 
investigation take all the pictures get everything all lined up and then we're going to go ahead and lower the 
water levels they're going to see what else is underneath there and kind of get a plan of attack the corps got 
the word from authorities about 11 today and dropped water levels two feet the coast guard telling us they do 
not know how long this section of river is going to be closed but clearly the sheriff tonight making it clear it 
looks like it could be several days reporting live along the river colleen mahini 5 eyewitness news thanks 
colleen in all of the tragedy a lot of heroes like this minneapolis police officer that we've shined the light on in 
this video he is 55 year old sergeant ed nelson risking his life to save others and brad sat and talked to him 
today about this daring rescue brad something to see john sergeant nelson was on the scene of the collapse 
within three minutes he and two other officers among the first there immediately divided their duties and went 
straight to work it was utter chaos but chaos wouldn't 
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it was utter chaos but chaos wouldn't scare this 25 year veteran away you're forced to make a decision and 
do we stand back and watch or do we take action he decided on action we found several survivors on the 
span that was actually in the river but how to get down to them i didn't want my gun belt to be an anchor so 
we ditched the gun belts and and slid down a beam had about a four foot span that we had to cross to get to 
another section literally the open water and strong currents below hanging onto beams less than a foot wide 
at 60 degree angles it was nothing but twisted metal overhanging concrete you could hear the bridge 
creaking you could hear rivets popping and you heard the people on the on the span that was actually in the 
water crying for help you have to take a calculated risk he managed to get over to a group of young women 
screaming hysterically and tried to calm them down with a little joke i explained to them the fall was fine 
that's not going to hurt you it's a sudden stop at the end but you know they found that somewhat humorous 
and calmed them down he helped evacuate as many as 15 injured people staying until the last one he could 
find was taken off in a boat calling it simply his duty we did what we had to do sergeant nelson like so many 
others saying they've never experienced anything like this but his training he says really kicked in here in fact 
the only thing he says he might have done a little differently he took off his radio so it wouldn't weigh him 
down but then of course he couldn't communicate with others all in all though police chief tim dolan saying 
they did a superb job back to you guys boy do you think this is a man who is understating what he did out 
there all right let's go back up in the air with bob mcnainy live in chopper five bob yeah those guys are pretty 


good at that they're uh everyday heroes and it's just tragedies like this that people get to see i tell you you 
look back down at the scene right now and and you can see there's a little bit more activity one of the boats 
is down there and we've seen that since about well frankly about 4 35 o'clock this morning there's always 
one boat if you if you will that's essentially keeping watch over the uh 
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essentially keeping watch over the uh over the collapsed area it's a coast guard cutter that uh coast guard 
ship that's come in there and uh basically held uh held the position until you know searchers can get in but 
as you see as we pull back a little bit actual deck activity on board is is pretty limited right now we did see a 
dog over there earlier this evening that was going through some of the debris but again you heard it from rich 
danic the sheriff again if you will if you you look at all that metal and debris and whatnot and it's it's just 
unimaginable that you'd even want to put someone in there to go look for human remains it's a job they have 
to do but clearly people can understand why you don't want to put people down in the water when they have 
the potential to be washed right into that area that you're looking at now it's just nasty broody brutally 
dangerous uh right now i can tell you that throughout the course of the day people from all across the united 
states have emailed me i've talked to several media outlets across the country and uh they're all expressing 
their concern for the people of twin cities and and their thoughts and prayers i i i can tell you i got all uh today 
and then an email from a contact in canada and he simply put that he wishes there was something he could 
do he says our thoughts and prayers are with you and the families on this most unfortunate day this much 
unfortunate disaster that occurred in your great city i wish there was something i could do and that's sort of 
the feeling that we've gotten from people on the ground the rescue people the recovery crews and people all 
across the united states they just wish they could do something to to make some of the pain go away or at 
least retrieve the bodies that are presumed underneath there john cindy bob thanks now not far from the 
bridge in the command center it's actually near the stone arch bridge that's where mark albert is and mark is 
our guy on the investigation end of all of this specifically the transportation investigation we've heard what 
the ntsb the transportation safety board has had to say we of course have the minnesota department of 
transportation very much 
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department of transportation very much involved in this mark and cindy they have been coming through here 
throughout the day this is sort of like news briefing central here is the officials from the ntsb from the state 
department of transportation from the federal government from the city come here and give us the latest on 
the investigation so let me share with you right now what we know to be the latest on this investigation the 
governor coming here just a short while ago and acknowledging that there are going to be some hard 
questions some tough questions relating to this specific bridge and the inspections that the state gave to it in 
the past couple of years he mentioned that we will give a hard tough look at this that there were a lot of 
judgment calls mentioned a lot of judgment calls made and that they are all going to be reviewed now he 
specifically ordered three things the bridge you're looking at right now live from chopper five there are three 
other bridges across the state that have similar designs designed either at the end of world war ii beginning 
of the 60s and they all have the similar structure the governor has ordered immediate inspections for those 
three hopefully the governor is saying those will be done within a matter of days certainly within a week 
second the governor has ordered an independent firm to conduct its own outside investigation into this 
bridge collapse yes the ntsb is the lead federal agency conducting the investigation the governor wants an 
independent investigation as well to make sure that this is thorough and finally the governor ordering an 
outside review of the state's inspection process he wants to know if there's anything the state can do to make 
its prog process more rigorous and perhaps to see if changes are needed the ntsb will be looking at that 
precise thing now this particular bridge here over 35w has been inspected every year since 1993 before that 
it was inspected every other year but state inspectors made that change back in 93 back 14 years ago and 
since then it has been inspected every year some troubling things have come out of those inspections since 
1990 we learned today that bridge has been classified as structurally deficient what that means is 
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is inspectors have noticed corrosion on some of the bearings and the steel around the joints of the bridge 
and fatigue cracks that have been found on some of the approach spans those are the spans that are 
basically foundations are planted in the ground as they support the bridge that is going to go right over the 
water the governor and the transportation officials saying here this afternoon that those details from those 
inspections are going to be critical as they review those this bridge was considered structurally deficient and 
it was for classified that way as i mentioned earlier for the for the reasons i mentioned the the bearing issue 
on the fact that we had had fatigue in the approach spans but it repaired it and then also the corrosion the 
recent inspections in 2005 and 2006 we found no evidence of additional cracking in the bridge or growth in 
the pre-existing cracks and that was re-ensuring to investigators that those cracks had not been spreading 
perhaps not reassuring to the rest of us who really don't know the technical side of this is that inspectors 
have actually found cracks in this bridge since it first opened back in 1967. live in minneapolis mark albert 
five eyewitness news thank you very much mark a ups driver whose truck fell off the bridge in the collapse 
called his story this morning with kqrs morning show his name is bill wagner he called from his hospital bed 
at hennepin county medical center let's listen how are you sir i'm sorry you know what where here's the deal i 
i was going across the bridge you know and i was i was heading south on 35 and i was looking over i was in 
the right lane i was looking over at the falls thinking man i hope this bridge don't collapse because i don't 
want to go down in the water oh man and two seconds later it did 
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oh man and two seconds later it did all of a sudden the bridge started shaking and i was like and it was just 
like that it was just shaking really bad the weird thing is i used to drive for sara lee or a tasty bakery and that 
and the guy i worked with he went right ahead of me i just waved to him and he's the guy that burned up in 
the fire but yeah i worked with him for about five years i'm sorry to hear that and uh all of a sudden you know 
it was like um i was driving down the road it started shaking like an earthquake the next thing i know i was 
looking straight ahead and then i realized the part of the bridge that i was on was going down and the school 
bus was like right ahead of me and if you look at the school bus the school bus was on the flat part yes and 
my truck the bridge broke right behind it and i veered right off head first off the side of the bridge he made it 
he made it that was the driver of that ups truck saw laying on its side and he called into the kqrs morning 
team this morning now let's go out to hennepin county medical center allison triarci is covering a number of 
angles on this story now allison you have some information about prayer services people getting together to 
be together during this time of trouble that's right john they leave the hennepin county medical center and 
walk over to a church saying olaf's church in minneapolis another one in st paul it's amazing how an 
impromptu invitation sent out at the last minute drew hundreds and hundreds of people to church this 
afternoon [Music] you could cry to look at her the pain in her face we can only wonder what she's going 
through and what's worse there are so many others just like her [Music] 
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[Music] he's missing he hasn't been located catherine colbeck came to saint olaf's service to say a prayer 
that her friend a co-worker would be found i just feel awful for the people's families who don't know where 
their loved ones are i can't imagine that he would have been 30 this weekend last heard from calling his wife 
on his way home near the bridge i don't know it's kind of there's a lot of emotions you know it's kind of a hard 
thing to put in words right now let's take a quiet moment and ask our god to bless us all in this place an 
impromptu prayer service resulted in a couple hundred people showing up just important to pray for them 
and hope everything works out burdened crying hopefully they left with a little comfort a little hope and of 
course some good news the five people who have been in critical condition are still hanging in there right 
here at the hennepin county medical center 12 people have gone home reporting live allison trier see back to 
you john and cindy thanks alison the twins will play their four-game series against cleveland this weekend at 
the metrodome twins president dave st peters said the team has been in regular contact with public safety 
officials since last night those discussions led to the decision to play last night's game the decision to 


postpone the afternoon game today against the royals st peters says they were encouraged by various 
agencies to go ahead with the baseball series to go ahead and play the cleveland indians this weekend this 
was supposed to be a day to celebrate the groundbreaking of the twins new stadium baseball commissioner 
bud selig was supposed to be here but of course that was postponed along with the baseball game selig 
spokesman says the commissioner is very aware of the tragedy you know just in a couple of uh 
conversations we had both last night and today you know he's obviously very familiar with the area i haven't 
been there numerous times and you know and and was it very aware of that bridge and you 
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it very aware of that bridge and you know and and just obviously all shocked and concerned and you know 
and and we're thinking about everyone there and that was bud selig spokesman now we have another big 
event in the twin cities a lot of other people are thinking about it as well and that includes the folks with the 
3m championship golf tournament in blaine the tournament again it will be played as scheduled starting on 
friday finishing on sunday but additional funds raised from this tournament will be donated to the red cross 
the minnesota red cross as they continue to support local efforts related to of course the bridge event of 
yesterday and usually about this time we talked to rod simons about sports but we're not going to do that 
tonight because rod you've been in the middle of this thing since about 24 hours ago and you talked to 
another witness who saw a whole lot saw him moments after we left the target center and rushed down to 
the scene and as i arrived on the scene just off west river parkway below the bridge the first survivor of the 
collapse that i ran into was gary babineau his face was bleeding he had no shirt he was shaking he was 
clearly in shock i just saw him this afternoon he told me his family was the only thing on his mind as he was 
falling off the buckling bridge that's the first thing i thought about when i when i figure out the bridge is going 
down that's the first thing that went through my mind oh my oh my god there's i have a baby coming in two 
weeks you know i i can't die please don't let me die it was like a prayer was just going through my mind god 
you know i don't want to die you know just yeah babano was in the intense spotlight because he was one 
who not only survived in his demolished rig but he then got out to rescue kids from this bus some 60 people 
were coming back from the bunker beach water park when they were caught in the collapse when i saw the 
school bus it was just i gotta get to those kids you know there's i know that there's gonna be other people 
and we all need to come together and just we need to help these kids we need to get them out of there and 
he did that but as quickly as babineau rushed to help rescue those on the bus his mind was racing with 
thoughts of his pregnant fiancee liz as he stands as close as they'll let us 
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as he stands as close as they'll let us get to one of the clap spans the whole scene is as vivid as it was just 
after six wednesday night hearing the cars screeching down the down the incline and falling off right next to 
me and then hearing the screaming kids in the bus that that's you know i had an angel looking down on me 
you know two seconds later and you know i would have been in the water or i would have been you know 
[Music] i i had someone was looking over me it's a great story i asked gary what he and his fiancee liz were 
going to name their newborn if it's a boy or girl they don't know yet most likely it will not be a name derived 
from his good fortune getting out of this accident if it's a girl it's lucy if it's a boy it's james or thomas tonight 
he is just happy to be a dad that is wonderful great stuff and that tells us that gives us a little bit of a nice note 
because we have to go into stories like these the four people that we know have died the four confirmed 
victims now we're learning more about them bit by bit piece by piece here is a picture of a man killed in the 
bridge collapse his name patrick holmes 36 years old he lived in mounds view his wife jennifer tells us he 
was a great husband and father to their six-year-old son and four-year-old daughter another victim 60-year- 
old sherry anger britson of shoreview earlier we talked to her husband and her daughter as they waited for 
word and unfortunately the word that they received was what they had hoped desperately not to receive also 
the other victims that we know have been identified artemio trinidad mania 29 years old from minneapolis 
and julia blackhawk 32 years old from savage early today we sent him cherno out to talk to people who 
simply had to be there in some way or shape or form just to see what happened and tim it really became 


almost a community of folks down there who had to be with someone at least for a while today it was an 
emotional outpouring very typical of the people of minnesota as we are coming to find out we met judy hunt 
who came down to the 
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we met judy hunt who came down to the stone river bridge with her family with her two sons riley five years 
old and morgan nine years old who who you're about to meet she said today was history and she wanted to 
bring her children down to see it and what's interesting is as we've been watching the coverage all day long 
we've been hearing from adults who can learn about the news and understand but if you think about it 
families across the state of minnesota go back and forth across bridges with kids in the back seats of the 
minivan and they are hearing the news this story you're about to hear is the perspective through the eyes of 
a child yeah it's kind of somber it's sad think about all the people that were lost tell me why you wanted to 
see the bridge because i wanted to see if it was bent know what happened at the bridge yesterday is the 
bridge is the bridge bent it looks bent is it sad riley is it a sad thing yeah tell me why it's sad riley because the 
people might fall in the water when you see something like this and all the grown-ups running around and 
you see that bridge what does that make you think about makes this makes me feel bad tell me why because 
like all the people who've got stuck in the cars and the fire it's really sad and it certainly is as you drive across 
the bridge with your children you may want to think that they are hearing the news and you may want to take 
a moment to try to explain to them what's happening here behind me back to you in the studio good thoughts 
thanks tim now we have had some brilliantly clear skies over all of this kind of a strange echo as as charlie 
gibson pointed out of 9 11 also another brilliant clear day so true you know and today at least there wasn't 
anything from mother nature to hinder the recovery efforts that have been going on visible satellite confirming 
clear skies high pressure and control and brilliant sunshine on this kind of somber day across the twin cities 
sky max 5 also confirming that not any rain is in our midst although i did want to mention that we got an 
update today this 
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mention that we got an update today this afternoon from the national weather service the extent of the 
drought the severity of the drought has actually expanded coming up tonight at 10. i'll show you the latest 
map for that meanwhile temperatures on weatherbug currently showing 80's it's been a nice day beautiful 
less humid comfortable 86 plain 84 st paul 86 in apple valley and officially at the airport we did make it to a 
high of 89 degrees now we're to 87 with a wind out of the northwest at 13 miles per hour those dew points 
are down in the 40s it is extremely comfortable air up north big fork bemidji detroit lakes all in the 70s to the 
80's farther into south and central sections of our state here's where we're headed we've got high pressure in 
control and warm weather for right now a weak little reinforcing front is going to come through dry overnight 
tonight and into the first part of tomorrow high pressure dry weather and more sunshine on the way a big 
change though by saturday here's an area of low pressure it's forming right now near wyoming and what it's 
going to do is trek from west to east the exact path still unknown but it does appear the twin cities area 
western minnesota southern minnesota have a shot of seeing perhaps an inch or more of widespread rain 
here's the way things look on rain cast we're starting you looking through the day on saturday and you'll 
notice a swath of heavy precipitation which should help things in the drought category hopefully it will not 
hinder things as far as the continuation of our recovery efforts overnight down to 60 degrees for tomorrow 87 
your high quick look at your seven-day forecast we'll reveal that temperatures may be a little cooler on 
saturday as a result of the rain that i'm expecting and then we warm right back up into summer territory as 
we head into next week all right well thanks for joining us here thanks giving us the weather update because 
life still has to go on and we'll bring liam mclean back into our coverage right now and she'll tell us what she 
sees she's been live near the bridge for the last few hours talking to a lot of people from different walks 
people looking onto the scene and also folks who live in that apartment building behind you who who 
watched it from above unfortunately 
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who watched it from above unfortunately john there are so many interesting stories from people out here and 
and people who have been coming up and telling us they've been looking for their lost loved ones we spoke 
to a man who lives in a building right over here behind us and he was saying how he heard this collapse he 
said he'd never heard anything like in his entire life and and john and cindy even for me i've had family and 
friends calling from other states and wondering now you weren't on that bridge were you and i think there are 
a lot of people in the state who are hearing that exact same question from their friends and their loved ones 
everybody just wanting to make sure they're not among the missing the injured or those even if you're dead 
as well and and so many stories i want to give you one more look as we've still got the full sunlight but this 
bridge it's still such an incredible scene to see from this angle you think you drive down this road you keep 
going and to see that it just stops at the end there and that is the scene tonight as we look at it from up 
above on our vantage point here a lot of the families still in this hotel where we are waiting for word dealing 
with the red cross right now and hoping upon hope that they may get good news versus the bad news that 
many people fear they will get before this day is over before this week is over and we will continue to stay 
here and and get more of their stories and more information on anything else that happens here for now john 
and cindy back in to you okay leah thanks we'll see you later on quick reminder about the change in the 
detour around the bridge collapse the right lane of 35 w southbound is now open up to stinson avenue traffic 
on 35w northbound still routed to interstate 94 then to 280 280 has been turned into a temporary freeway 
stop lights have been turned off what that means though is county road b broadway street northeast and 
roselawn avenue are closed at highway 280. at this point we have learned the names of four of the victims 
we are going to show you now a picture of two of those victims we have we have identified patrick holmes it 
has been identified for as one of the bridge victims he's 36 years old he lived in mounds view his wife jennifer 
tells us he was a great husband 
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jennifer tells us he was a great husband he was a great father to their six-year-old son and their four-year-old 
daughter sixty-year-old sherry angebretson i'm sure of you earlier we talked to her husband and daughter 
they waited for word hoping that she might turn up in a hospital injured she did not she was killed in the 
collapse artemio trinidad mania from mexico the father of four three of the kids still in mexico his wife is here 
in minneapolis his family now is trying to raise money to bring his body back to mexico for proper burial in his 
homeland as we continue to include our news coverage right now we want to go back up to the sky with bob 
mcnainey bob obviously you look down on the on the middle portion of the collapse and uh you know chris 
keating was saying earlier down near the uh kind of the launch site for the search crews the scuba crews that 
they were hoping to get in there one more time tonight before the sun goes down we have not seen much 
activity along the river and i would guess we got about an hour and 15 minutes hour and a half left before 
they lose the sunlight they're clearly not going to go in there tonight after dark as you look down to what you 
can expect basically this evening is the lights in the area to illuminate that bridge uh just to kind of keep 
watch over at that boat that you saw it will be patrolling no doubt tonight even if the divers aren't in the water 
and it's basically hold the perimeter if you will to maintain everything that's in place again not only to preserve 
the dignity of those who are trapped under under there and and also to protect the integrity of the 
investigation and any evidence that basically that the ntsb will have obviously uh this is probably one of our 
last looks for today from up here in chopper 5 but we obviously will have more tonight at 10 o'clock thank you 
very much bob once again we have learned the names of the victims julia blackhawk 32 years old from 
savage patrick holmes from mounds view 36 artemio trinidad mania 29 year old from minneapolis and sherry 
engebretson a 60 year old from shoreview our coverage will be continuing tonight on 5 eyewitness news at 
10. there's plenty of information for you too at kstp.com including information 
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too at kstp.com including information about the detours we've been telling you about if you have pictures still 
pictures or video of what happened out there we would like to see them in fact the ntsb would like to see 
them too and we'll give you that number later on our newscast and 5 eyewitness news at 10 because the 
ntsb is looking for video evidence of what happened with a 35 w bridge for now we have four people dead 79 


hurt up to 30 people missing as far as a recovery effort today it was brief it was unsuccessful though 
hennepin county divers did get into the river they searched one area where they thought there were four 
vehicles they found two vehicles but no victims they don't know what happened to the victims who were that 
was in one of the cars but they were not in the river so the recovery effort will not continue tonight we don't 
think because of course darkness sets in in a couple of hours and the one bright spot the note of optimism 
that was voiced today was from federal transportation safety officials who say they have video of the scene 
of the collapse that combined with a computer program they say is going to be like a black box for them like 
the like that like the airplane back black box will give them some information and hopefully as soon as we 
can we can bring that information on to you of course this is going to be a very long involved process but a 
spot of optimism that the investigation is moving as forward as well as they could have hoped and we want to 
leave you now with some images and sounds that we've been gathering all day it's being called one of the 
most tragic days in minneapolis history in the history of the twin cities more coming up at 10 good night good 
night i lost my mom i don't know this is the hardest thing ever she's a fighter my wife's a fighter [Music] 
[Applause] we in the federal government must respond [Music] and respond robustly to help the people there 
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that's there's a car on fire right there it's it's crushed i swear i saw people in the air because there wasn't 
anything you could do it [Music] this is obviously a horrific incident that takes your breath away and sinks 
your heart in the horror of this incident there is a silver lining and that shines through and that is the 
goodness of minnesotans you 


END 


